Changes to Government Ethics Law!

During the 2025 legislative session, House Bill 2930 passed. This bill changes the definition
of the Conflict of Interest provisions in Oregon Government Ethics Law to add public
officials' household members.

Change becomes law on January 1, 2026. Here’s what to know:

Starting on January 18t the Conflict of Interest provisions will apply to public officials, their
relatives, and members of their household, and any business that a public official, or their
relative, or a member of their household is associated with.

In Oregon Government Ethics Law, a member of the household is anyone who lives in a
public official’s home. Members of the household share an address with the public official.

How does this affect you as a public official?

Public officials are required to make proper disclosures of their conflicts of interest.

HB 2930 means that next year, a public official will be met with a conflict of interest when
that public official is taking an official action (a vote, decision, or recommendation)

And

® The action would or could have a private financial impact
® The financial impact can be a benefit (gain) or a detriment (loss)

® The impact is on the public official, or their relative, or a member of their
household, or any businesses that any of them are associated with.

The requirements for declaring conflicts of interest have not changed. They are different for
employees than for elected public officials, members of boards, councils, and commissions.
See OGEC's Reference Guide on Conflicts of Interest for more details about requirements.
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