
 
 
 
Port Orford Public Library 
Regular Board Meeting 
September 16th, 2025 
                            
Called to order: 4 pm 
Present:  Ken Fliszar,Vicki Young, Phyllis Johns, Nathan Radcliffe, Evan Kramer 
Denise Willms (Director), Cecil Ashdown (Bookkeeper) 
 
Ken welcomed the Board and Audience.   
Public Comment: Tobe Porter - Questions regarding volunteers at circulation and a requirement to 
be bonded.  Discussion and clarification of the question.  Volunteers do not need to be bonded, but 
new volunteers will not be placed in circulation positions. Denise Willms discussed the reasons. 
 
Minutes: Minutes of August 19th, 2025  
Vicki Young noticed that her name was misspelled under Financials.  Denise Willms will fix. 
Motion: Vicki Young moved to accept the minutes as amended, Phyllis Johns seconded the 
motion.  All in Favor: Ken Fliszar- yes, Nathan Radcliffe- yes, Vicki Young- yes, 
Phyllis Johns- yes, Evan Kramer- yes   All opposed: /      Motion passed 
 
Financials: presented the financial report. A check written to Cecil Ashdown Cecil Ashdown
for $150.00 was a reimbursement for the in Lieu of Audit State Fee.  Sunbolt is a new vendor, 
replacement charging ports were ordered. Ken Fliszar asked about the Beacon Broadband 
bill.  Denise Willms explained that it was a double billing and that there was some confusion 
as to where the bill should be sent. Nathan Radcliffe asked about Blink Security.  Cecil 
Ashdown explained that it was for the security cameras cloud storage. 
Motion:  Nathan Radcliffe made a motion to accept the financial report as presented,   
Vicki Young seconded the motion  All in Favor: Ken Fliszar- yes, Nathan Radcliffe- yes,  
Vicki Young- yes, Phyllis Johns- yes, Evan Kramer- yes   All opposed: /      Motion passed 
 
Directors Report: 
During the reorganization of the staff area a bug infestation was found and dealt with.  
Denise Willms discussed the changes in the staff area, work room, and the upcoming projects 
in the Children's area. 
 
Old business: Weapons in the library policy discussion.  Denise Willms asked SDAO 
(Special Districts of Oregon) for an opinion regarding Senate Bill 243.  SDAO strongly 
suggests that any policy is done with legal counsel.  Denise Willms will have the discussion 
with the other Curry County Libraries about this subject.  Joy May was recognized and read a 
statement to the board (see attached).  Penny Suess was recognized and spoke regarding 
crafting a policy. Nathan Radcliffe stated his concern was for staff as a policy was just going 
to waive the red flag and staff would be the target.   Penny Suess was recognized and spoke 
about what is contained in Senate Bill 243. 
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New Business: Meeting room use discussion.   Penny Suess was recognized and 
questioned about the room charge for the group Indivisible.  After discussion the Political 
group Indivisible will not be charged to meet in the large conference room.  Tobe Porter was 
recognized and spoke on Citizen input and conduct at meetings.  Tobe Porter questioned that 
there is no listing for Public comment on the agenda and does not match the Policy.  In future 
the Agenda will show as Public Comment in place of Visitors.   also noted two Denise Willms
minor changes to the policy she felt needed to happen, changing “standing” to “raising your 
hand” and moving the section for public comment to come before the section on Agenda.   
Nathan Radcliffe moved to update the Citizen input and Conduct at Meetings policy as stated,  
Evan Kramer seconded the motion.  All in Favor: Ken Fliszar- yes, Nathan Radcliffe- yes, 
Vicki Young- yes, Phyllis Johns- yes, Evan Kramer- yes   All opposed: /      Motion passed 
 
 
Updates: Cherry Beeken provided a friends update. The Friends will be having a collectable 
book/bake sale on October 11th.  They will meet in November to set their calendar for 2026.  
There will also be a mothers day book/bake/plant sale. The Friends are also working on 
putting items on Facebook and it is going well.  Phyllis provided an update on the Foundation.  
The Endowment has reached $507,437.58 and the Foundation Board will be meeting October 
8th to discuss next steps. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:10pm 
 
Next meeting October 21st, 2025 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Denise Willms 
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Joy May Statement to the Port Orford Library Board on September 16th, 2025 and provided by her for 
inclusion in the official record 
 
 
Thank you so much for the time to address you this afternoon. I am here to urge the 
Port Orford Library Board to enact a policy that would provide a weapons-free 
environment in our library. 

We all have just experienced a horrific week of gun violence, which, of course, follows 
horrific YEARS of gun violence in this country. 

The U.S. still has the highest gun-related death rate among high-income countries, and 
firearm-related injuries remain the leading cause of death for our children and teens.  

So what should we do – it feels overwhelming, and our impact appears minimal. And 
yet, is it? 

According to a 2023 Fox News poll, an overwhelming majority of American voters 
support various gun control measures, and more than half are worried about becoming 
victims of gun violence. We are increasingly looking for weapons-free environments, 
especially in community gathering spaces for all ages, such as the Port Orford Library.  

Oregon law has generally prohibited firearms or dangerous weapons in public buildings 
since 1969. However, that wording has been somewhat vague regarding libraries. 

Oregon law, as it stands today, is quite clear. Senate Bill 243, which took effect on 
September 1, has clarified that libraries can now create and enforce their own weapons 
policies, including banning concealed handguns. The legality of carrying weapons in a 
specific Oregon library now depends on the policy decisions of its local governing body. 

There are many arguments presented against restricting weapons. Chief among them 
seems to be the belief that a weapons-free environment is actually more dangerous – 
the “good guys” don’t have the guns. However, studies conducted by the Rockefeller 
Institute of Government in 2023, 2024, and 2025 found that gun-free establishments 
were significantly less likely to experience active shootings compared to gun-allowing 
ones. 

And, of course, the argument that a weapons-free environment infringes on our 2nd 
Amendment rights, as well as our right to bear arms under the Oregon Constitution. 
But courts have long recognized that the Second Amendment is not unlimited and 
allows for "sensitive places" where firearms can be restricted. In Oregon, a library's 
decision to ban or restrict weapons is viewed by Oregon law as a reasonable public 
safety measure, not an undue burden that violates the state's constitution. We CAN 



work to prevent gun violence while supporting the Second Amendment and the Oregon 
Constitution. 

The American Library Association has urged libraries to actively engage their 
communities to defuse and de-escalate a culture of violence. Enacting a policy that 
would create a weapons-free environment in the Port Orford library sends that exact 
message to our community. 

 

 
 


